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Lreports on uranium mining
in Hungary; one covers several mines, viz, Balatonfured, Bakonya, and 25X1
Kovagoszolos; two are on the Pecs mines, and one covers prospecting at the

new site of Nagy Kovaks,
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Bquipment used ot BALATOFURED for uraniul epr.OI‘B.VI/OIl includesg

a) Three 9 cubic metres diesel air-cormpressors. They are
Russian X 9. machines and were delivered new fraa OSCOWe
They were made in 1955,
b) Five 5 cubic metres compressors. These were Hungarian
'"UVAS' machines, made in BUDAZEST in 1948,
¢) Russian pnewnatic drills, 9 kgs.
d) Russian hoists:
500 kzs. nominal load for operating at depths of 50=60 netres.
The buckets were of 400 litres capacity.
250 kgse nominal load, for depths of 35-40 metres, 150 litre
bucket.
100 kgss for depths of 10-15 metres.  30-50 litre bucket.
50 kgse for depths of 515 metres. Bucket held 25-30 kgs.
(not litres).
2. lachinery at BAXONTA included three 9 cubic metre diesel
caipressors,ussd to supplement the air piped fram the FPECS uines at
KOVAGO-SZOLOS. (The latter supplied air only for the main shafts at
BAKONZ\a )
3, A concrete road, six metres wide, has recently been completed and
comnects the test-mines ot BAKONYA with the mines at KOV.GO-SZOLOS. It
winds through the hills between the two places, and joins the road
commecting the village of KOV..GO-SZOLO3 with the nearby nines, at a
‘-«point just north of thce new eight=block mincrs' housing cstate,
B The BAKONY.. wiines, when in full production, will producc nore 25X

uraniwwore than XOV..GO-SZOLOS,

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/24 : CIA-RDP80T00246A033200440001-4



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/24 : CIA-RDP80T00246A033200440001-4

25X1

0\0

<
Q”Q?

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/24 : CIA-RDP80T00246A033200440001-4



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/24 : CIA-RDP8OT00246A033200440001-4

-

1, The headguarters of the PECS Uraniun Mines a

block of offices at SIKLOSI UT 80 in PECS. The buildings were formerly
c3cupled by some unspecificd military personrel.  Torkings existed at
two places. There was a shaft at BAKONYA and another at KOVAGOSZOLIOS.
Towords the end of 1956 new workings were started between BAKONYA and
KOV.GOTOTTOS.,  This new project comsisted of a horizontal tunnel rurming
30 or 4O netres into the mountain side, Ahbout 3,200 Hungarians were
employed in mining operations, but all senior positions, menagenent,
engineering and geology, werc occupled by Russians. The Directer of

the whole nroject was a Russian called BOGOMOLOV. Onc of the geological
specialists was Boris ZABODALOV,

2. When a shaft had been excavated, the strength of the ore was
tested by a Hungarian operator, using a geiger counter, From this counter
nunerical readings were obtained, The instrument had 7o ranges, each
registering on the same dial, Range 1 was for low grade orc and range 2

for higher grade material, The dial was caliorated from O to 90, the
25X1

highest reading knowm being 80-85 on range Z. Readings

were taken evez'y‘ 10 cms, along the walls of the shaft and were recorded

in a book which was handed to & Russian woiwn official, The operator

a8 nob told the significarce of thé readings nor how they were interpretoeds
The Russian wonan was Tamara Vassilicevna NAZAROVA, a technical genlogiste

Se When the ore was extrected and brought to the surface i1t was divided
irmediately into high grade and low grade, mercly on the bosis of the
rcadings token previously by the G,ll, operator, The lowv gradce orc wag
considered useloss and was not further cxploited, The higher grade ore 25X1

was thon taken by road to KOVAGOSZOLIOS, a specisl road having been built

for this purpose, This naterial -as then stored in KOVAGOSZOLLOS pending

the completion of a railway line : M
7 ’
ya
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b 4n ore grading plant, described S as very primitive, 25X 1
was built at KOVAGOSZOLLOS from 20th Scptember to 20th Octcober, 1956,

It wos described as a "mechanically cperated sieve", i conveyor bels
carried the orc to the grading departient from the dumps There it was
sorted into three or four separatec grades, No information is available
on the speciflcations for each grade nor on the precise method of sep~

aration. 25X1

5. | the uraniun ore obtained in the PECS

area was the second richest in Europe and approximately the some grede

as thot in the JOACHTMST.L Mincs in CZECHOSIOVAKIA. Very little material
wes actually transported fron the PECS area up to November 1956 ond was
for rosearch end assay purposes only,

6a There werce no very strict precautions against radiation sickresses.
The only medicel supervision wos an exanination before a worker was

taken on and a six-mwoathly exanination of the miners, The Russien
authoritics, in an attenpt to cut down the incidence or wilicosic,
introduccd the system of drilling through water in order to reduce dust,

This was rcesisted by the miners, since it greatly slowed down produciion

and thus reduced their pay which was on o picoe—swrorg bosis,

s Runours circulating amongst the PECS workcrs stated that exploration
for uranium was taking placc during the swmer of 1956 ot BALATONALMADI,
near Lakc BALATON, Prospecting drillings had been made to a depth of

150-200 netecs.
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Uroniunm Prospecting at & new sitc ncar NAGY XOVACS

1o it the beginning of October 1956 prospecting for uranium was

started at o new site ncar NAGY XOV.CS, a villag® approximately 14 kms.
west of BUDAYEST of 2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants., Actual location of the
uraniuwia workings is in the forcst southwest of NAGY XOV.CS and in the
Bald liountains (KOPASZ HEGY). The cxact distanco frow NAGY {OVi0S is not
wnown but from the village to the site it toros a man onc hour to wals up
the hill and half an hour to walk back agnin.

2, The site wes clearcd ready for the mechanical diggers at some time
during the auvtwan of 1956 but the work of uncovuering the orc had not
begun until October. .. number of cleariugs or rides were made in the
forcst on a grid systoie The site, roughly circular, was of & diamecter
of 3500 wwtres and the rides, the longest of which werce of a length of
3500 netres, were 2 metres wide and 10 netres aparts Within thesc rides
trenches were dug 1% metres wide, 60 nctres long and 2-;— netres deepe

These trenches werc dug os random samples over the whole arca and at the
time of the uprising only 10 such trenches had been dug.

Se It was remarked by those at vwork on the sitc thot digging bocame
very iwch casicer after o fow focte Tpis was attributed to the prescnce
of radio-active rock. Samples of ore were taken ranging froa 1 1b. to
40O 1lbs. in weight.

Lo The ore was sent to JAI0SI's laboratory at the Technical University,
BUDAPEST; thence to Russia by air; and the enpty bags were rceturncd fron
Russia bearing a OSCOW postmerk.

5 (a) The uraniuz ore is described as a reddish stone which stains the
hands and which after cxposurc to the air turns grey.  The uraniwa- 2oX1

bearing ore showing on the surfcce of the rocii had the appeerance of broken

| é : /grasophone
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' of say 36 to 48 per square inch, The total extraction fram the site 25X1
is estiuated at 20/25 10-ton waggon loads, and the bulik of this

extrocted ore was left on the site since no rooads have been developed

SECRET

it could be transported. 25X1

(b) The measuring instrusents used by the Russicns for determining
the radio activity was seen to record the figures between 4,000 and

L, 500,

6. (a) 4t the beginning of Octobor 1956 o Russian oxpert, BASAROV (fnu) 25X1

vigited the sitoe. ‘

(b) The Russian in charge of operavions at the site was IGNATOV 25X1

(o) |

(c¢) The number of people cmployed on the site was 17; of these,
talf vierce Russions.

Te Sccurity Precautions.

The sccurity precautions arc as follows: The whole wooded arca
is a game preserve which has a wire fence around it,  Within the wire
fence is the periiceter of the forbidden area (3 2500 x 3,500 metres)
which before the uprising was guarded by 150 .VHs. ALl workmen were
scarched upon leaving, no unauthorised person being allowed in the arca.
On the outbreak of the uprising the army took over cnd destrpyed all"
buildings and the trenches but the extent of the dmuage is not precisely
knowne The instrument uscd for neasuring the radio activity was corcefully

guarded ot night.
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The PECS uranium mines are known as the "PECS

BAUXITE MINES" or "No.2 EXPEDICIO" as confirmed by the official works

stanmp

2 The mine is located 13 km, north-west of PECS and 12 km, north-
east of ST, LORINGZ,. In March 1954 trial borings were made which proved
extremely satisfactory and mining comuenced in that month using the cover
name "The Bauxite Mine",

3 Real production began about May 1956, New roads are being built
ond new railway lines to the mines, The old airfield of PECS is being
converted into a housing estate which will be capable of accommodating
10,000 peoples

Le The average dailly production of the mine was sbout 30 waggons,

75% of the ore contained silicate.

5e The local handling and disposal of the product which included
sorting was done at the minechead, L8 production was only started

recently no information is available as to the final destination of the

products, In early 1956 loads of ore were taken to the railway

statlon and loaded into waggons, - The sorting and loading of ore was
done at the head main shaf't No,2, where various equipment, including
photo cells (?scintillation counters) » Were used,

64 Samples of the ore werce taken to the central experimental station
where it was gradeds No details available of the route and destination
of the despatched samples, Ore from the BAKONYA and TOTUAR mines was

also brought to KOVAGOSZOLLOS,
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To Organisation
(2) In PECS.

General Director of the mine: BOGOMOLOV (fnu), a Russiane
GICSI, Sczsef, was a leading Hungarisn official,
They had offices in PECS at Siklosl Ut, 60,
In BUD/PEST,
Central Directorate ~
Chicf of Personnel Department: A.V,H, Major SUMEGI, Laszlo,
Chief of Mining Department: GROSZ, Gyorgy, ruthless Communist
party official,
Chief of Boring Department: HORVATH, Elek, Communist Party
official,
ALl prospecting, control of mining , control of the whole
area was carried out by the Russians. The arca was pat-
rolled by A.V.H, troops,
8e 4 plan of the mine is given at Appendix L, to this reporte A
rough geological skctch of the mining area is given at Appendix B,

PR Other Uranium Mining Arcas.

\ lexperimental borings are carried out near

LLLTON-FURED in the Leke BALATON area and in the SOPRON district moun—
tains where uranium has been found. Clerius 300 and 500 (for 300 and
500 metre depths), BA 40 and BU 40 machines have already been erected

in some placese
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Appendix B,

RED SANDSTONE

"BRCKEN" RED SANDSTONE

RED SANDSTONE

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/24 : CIA-RDP80T00246A033200440001-4



